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Maurice “Moe” Veissi, a REALTOR® from Miami, Fla., is the 2012 President of NAR. Veissi, a 
REALTOR® for more than 40 years, is broker-owner of Veissi & Associates Inc., in Miami, and 
specializes in land acquisition. He served as the 2008 Political Fundraising Chair for the REALTORS® 
Political Action Committee. He also served on the Strategic Investment Reserve Advisory Board for NAR 
as well as a regional vice president for Region V in 2005. Veissi has served on NAR’s Board of Directors 
since 1999 as well as on numerous NAR committees.  Elected president in 2002 by The Florida 
Association of REALTORS® (F.A.R), Veissi he has had the opportunity to chair most of F.A.R.'s 
committees. On the local level, Veissi served as president of the REALTOR® Association of Greater 

Miami and The Beaches in 1981.  Active in his community, Veissi founded the Silent Angels Charitable Foundation 
 
 
Gary Thomas, a REALTOR® in Orange County, Calif., is the 2012 President-Elect for NAR. A second 
generation real estate professional with more than 35 years in the business, Thomas is the Broker/Owner 
of Evergreen Realty in Villa Park, Calif. Thomas served as the NAR 2011 First Vice President and the 
2009 Vice President and Liaison to Government Affairs. He has served on NAR’s Board of Directors 
since 1995 and has chaired numerous committees.  
 
 

 
 
 

Steve Brown, a REALTOR® from Dayton, Ohio, is the 2012 First Vice President for NAR. Brown, a 
REALTOR® for more than 35 years, is co-owner of Irongate Inc. REALTORS®, a full service real estate 
firm with six offices and 325 agents that includes relocation and property management divisions as well as 
in-house mortgage, title, and insurance partners. Brown has held NAR leadership positions since 2005 and 
most recently served served as the Large Brokers Liaison in 2010. 
 
 

 
 
Bill Armstrong is the 2012 Treasurer of NAR. Armstrong has been a REALTOR® for over 28 years and 
is the vice president of Mackintosh REALTORS®, working in land, residential and commercial brokerage. 
Before assuming the role as Treasurer, he served on the NAR Finance Committee for 8 years and served 
as its 2010 Vice Chair. Through his involvement with NAR, Armstrong was intimately involved in 
developing and funding projects such as Sentrilock, 2nd Century Ventures, LLC, REALTORS® Federal 
Credit Union, REALTORS® Property Resource, House Logic and Docusign®. He is also a Graduate of 
the REALTOR® Institute (GRI). 

 
 

 
 

Ronald Phipps, a REALTOR® from Warwick, R.I., is the 2012 Immediate Past President of NAR. 
Phipps, a REALTOR® for 32 years, is principal broker of Phipps Realty Inc. in Warwick, R.I., specializing 
in residential brokerage. He holds the professional designations of Graduate, REALTOR® Institute (GRI) 
Certified Residential Specialist (CRS), Accredited Buyer Representative (ABR), GREEN and e-PRO 
certification.  
 
 
 

 



 

Scott Louser, a REALTOR® from Minot, N.Dak., is the 2012 Vice President & Liaison to Government 
Affairs for NAR.  Louser, a REALTOR® for more than 14 years, is a broker/owner of Preferred Minot 
Real Estate, specializing in residential brokerage. He holds designations as a Certified Residential Specialist 
(CRS), Certified Real Estate Brokerage Manager (CRB), and Accredited Buyers Representative Manager 
(ABRM). He is a Graduate of the REALTOR® Institute (GRI), Short Sale and Foreclosure Resource 
Certified (SFR) and a certified e-PRO. Louser also serves as a representative for District 5 in the North 
Dakota Legislature. 
 

 
 

Dairell J. Snapp, a REALTOR® from Stuart, Fla., is the 2012 Vice President & Liaison to Committees 
for NAR. Snapp is president & owner of Dairell J. Snapp Realty in Stuart, Fla., a commercial & investment 
real estate brokerage specializing in land sales and development, since 1978. At the national level, Snapp 
has served as an Executive Committee representative for the Board of Directors since 2007. He was a 
member of the REALTORS® Commercial Alliance Committee from 2004 to 2008.  
 
 

 
Dale A. Stinton is the Chief Executive Officer of NAR. NAR is America's largest trade association, 
representing over 1 million members involved in all aspects of the residential and commercial real estate 
industries. Stinton, a 30 year veteran of NAR, took over the reins on November 1, 2005. Stinton was 
awarded Stephan Swanepoel’s 2009 Trendsetter of the Year, Inman’s 2010 Innovator of the Year, and was 
included in CEO Update’s inaugural list of top Association CEOs.  In October of 2010, Stinton was 
featured as one of Smart Money magazine’s “Power 30: Most Powerful and Influential Players”.  December 
of 2011 brought repeat recognition from Inman News again as one of the 100 Most Influential Real Estate 

Leaders of the year. 

 
 

Brian Chappelle is a Founding Partner of Potomac Partners – a Washington-based consulting firm 
specializing in the mortgage finance industry.  The firm provides analysis of an array of legislative and 
regulatory matters for the mortgage industry.  The firm specializes in government lending issues providing 
strategic advice and operational assistance to clients on FHA/VA origination and risk management 
policies.   Chappelle previously served as Senior Staff Vice President at the Mortgage Bankers Association 
of America (MBA).  Chappelle was also the Director, Single Family Development Division of the Federal 
Housing Administration.  He administered FHA’s loan production activities including product 

development and underwriting requirements.   
 

 
Tony Coughlan is a graduate of Virginia Tech (double major in Math and History), the University of Virginia School of 
Law, and of the Georgetown University LLM tax program, with distinction.  He joined the Republican staff of the Senate 
Finance Committee in January 2009, where he works on corporate, international, and various individual tax issues.  Senator 
Orrin Hatch of Utah has been the ranking member of the Committee since early 2011.  For the three years prior to joining 
the Committee staff, Tony was a tax director for Oracle Corporation in California.  And from 1998-2006, he worked for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, in both the Washington National Tax Service, as well as the Hong Kong office of PwC.  He is the 
author of several articles in the tax field. 
 

 

 

Brian Gardner is Senior Vice President of Washington Research at Keefe, Bruyette & Woods. Brian’s 
work focuses on forecasting political, legislative and regulatory events and providing strategic advice 
regarding the impact of the political world on the financial markets and KBW’s research universe. Prior to 
KBW, Brian served as Legislative Assistant to former U.S. Representative Rick Lazio (NY) and Staff 
Director for U.S. Representative Richard Baker (LA). During his time in Washington, he worked on many 
issues including Glass-Steagall reform, interstate banking regulations and issues involving the government 
sponsored enterprises (Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the Federal Home Loan Banks). 

 
 

 



 

 

Jerry Giovaniello is Senior Vice President of Government Affairs and Chief Lobbyist of NAR. 
Giovaniello manages the association's government affairs staff of approximately 40 people in 
Washington, D.C. He also serves as NAR's lobbyist for members of Congress from California, Hawaii, 
Nevada, Oregon and Washington.  Before joining NAR in 1981, Giovaniello was Chief of Staff for two 
members of Congress from California - Rep. Jerry Pettis, R-CA and Rep. Jim Lloyd, D-CA. Prior to his 
Capitol Hill experience; Giovaniello was a policy analyst and writer for National Journal, a weekly 
magazine covering the federal government public policy issues. 

 
 
Joe Goode of American Strategies, Inc. has more than twenty years experience in public opinion research, campaign 
management and business management.  Goode helped establish NAR's Electoral Services Program (ESP) and is 
currently the lead consultant working with state and local REALTOR® associations across the country.  Goode has a long 
history of survey research.  He served as Senior Analyst , then COO for Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research from 2000 
to 2006.  Prior to that, Joe worked directly with CEO Stan Greenberg on all polling for the Clinton presidential campaign 
and the Clinton White House from 1992 – 94.  Goode has also run political campaigns and has managed for profit and 
not-for profit political organizations. 
 

 
Russell Grooms, a REALTOR® from Jacksonville, Fla., is the 2012 Chair of the Public Policy 
Coordinating Committee for NAR. With more than 39 years as a Broker/Sales associate, Grooms has 
spent 25 of those years as a sales manager with Watson Realty Corp., specializing in residential real 
brokerage. Grooms has served as chair of NAR's Legal Action Committee and as president of the 
REALTORS® Relief Foundation. In 2009, he was the regional vice-president for Region 5 which includes 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. He also served as president of 
the Florida Association of REALTORS® in 2004. 

 
 

John Harris is the co-founder and editor-in chief of Politico. Since its launch in January 2007, Politico has 
become one of the country's most-trafficked news sites. Prior to founding Politico with co-founder Jim 
VandeHei, Harris spent twenty-one years at The Washington Post covering local politics, Virginia state 
politics, and national issues. Well briefed in today's biggest issues, Harris was recently listed in the 
Telegraph's list of most influential Washington journalists and GQ's list of the most influential people in 
Washington. He is a frequent guest on such shows Face the Nation, Washington Week and Charlie Rose Show,  
and Morning Joe. 

 
 

Carole Horn is a Broker Associate in Louisiana with 37 years of REALTOR® experience. During her successful career she 
has enjoyed real estate as an agent, manager, and broker-owner. Today, her team is consistently a top level Platinum producer 
with Van Eaton & Romero. She holds the ABR, CRS, and GRI designations and is e-pro certified. Carole served as the 
Steering Committee Chair for Louisiana’s Transfer Tax Steering Committee throughout this successful initiative culminating 
with an 81% victory for REALTORS®. As a REALTOR® volunteer she’s served as President for her local and state 
associations. Both have named her REALTOR® of the Year. At NAR she has served as Region 10 RVP, Member 
Mobilization Liaison and has chaired a number of NAR committees, including Meetings and Conventions and the Legislative 
and Political Forum.  
 
Clinton Jones serves as the General Counsel for Insurance and Housing to the House Committee on Financial Services. In 
the 111th Congress, Mr. Jones served as the Republican General Counsel/Parliamentarian assuming the role as lead Counsel 
on all parliamentary issues, legislative strategy & logistics for all full Committee and Subcommittee legislative activity, 
including hearings, floor activity and conferences, since his return to the legislative branch in 2008.  These issues include 
financial institutions, securities, insurance, housing, capital markets, and oversight & investigations.   With approximately 
seventeen years of combined service on the Committee, Mr. Jones has written and/or managed all enacted housing and 
mortgage finance legislation and policy through the Committee and the House floor, culminating in final enactment.   
 
 

 



 

Aruna Kalyanam is a Tax Counsel for the House Ways and Means Committee. She has been with the House Ways and 
Means Committee since 2001 and has served as Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Select Revenue Measures and a 
Professional Staff Member for the Subcommittee on Social Security. Prior to joining the Committee, Kalyanam worked in 
the office of Congressman Charles B. Rangel from 1999 to 2001. She is a graduate of Washington College of Law at 
American University and Washington University in St. Louis. 
 
 

Gail W. Laster is a Deputy Chief Counsel for the Committee on Financial Services of the U.S. House of Representatives.  
In addition, Laster served as the General Counsel for the Department of Housing and Urban Development in the second 
Clinton Administration.  A graduate of Yale University and New York University School of Law, Laster’s previous 
positions include Practitioner in Residence at the American University Washington College of Law, an executive with the 
Legal Services Corporation, and a staff attorney with the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia.  She also 
served as a law clerk for judges on the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York and the District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals. 
 

 
 

Senator Bob Menendez (D-NJ) was sworn in to the Senate on January 18, 2006, having been appointed 
by New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine to fill the remainder of his term. Later that year, he was elected to 
serve a full six-year term as United States Senator. After being elected to the U.S. Senate, Senator 
Menendez was soon appointed to be a member of the Senate leadership during his first term, serving as 
the Chairman of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee where he successfully retained 
Democrats’ majority in the U.S. Senate. In Congress, Senator Menendez serves as the chair of the 
Subcommittee on Housing, Transportation, and Community Development  where he continues to push 

the federal government to do more to help the housing market and foreclosures in particular.  Notably, he successfully 
fought with NAR for an extension of the higher loan limits for FHA and the GSE’s to help improve the housing 
market. Since 1993, he has been standing up for New Jersey families in Washington, where he rose to become the third-
highest ranking Democrat in the U.S. House of Representatives.  

 
 

Norman Morris currently serves as Senior Vice President and Chief Lobbyist for the Louisiana 
REALTORS®.  In this capacity, Norman coordinates all of the association’s legislative, legal activities and 
political events. Norman has been active in the political arena and has conducted fundraising campaigns 
and political support for candidates and non-profit companies such as the Republican Party of Louisiana 
and the Muscular Dystrophy Association.  Norman has over twenty years of experience in the trade 
association arena. and holds the Certified Association Executive Designation from the American Society 
of Association Executives. 

 
 

Congressman Randy Neugebauer (R-TX) has been the representative for the 19th District in Texas 
since taking office on June 5, 2003. He serves as Chairman of the House Financial Services Committee 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations which has oversight authority over components of the 
nation’s housing and financial services sectors.  Randy is a senior member of the House Agriculture 
Committee and also serves as a member of the Science and Technology Committee. Through his seats 
on these committees, he is able to develop policy that supports the district’s diverse interests, including 
local agriculture, financial institutions and energy providers. In addition, House Republican Whip Kevin 
McCarthy (R-CA) has tapped Randy to serve as an Assistant Republican Whip; he also serves on the 

Republican Policy Committee and as a Regional Chairman at the NRCC. Randy brings years of practical experience in the 
business world to his work in the U.S. House of Representatives. Prior to his service in Congress, Randy ran his own small 
business, which focused on residential construction and real estate development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Jim Parrott is a Senior Advisor at the National Economic Council, the team in the White House that 
coordinates the development of the Administration’s economic policy.  In this role he is central to the 
development of the Administration’s policy on housing and housing finance, articulating that policy with 
Congress, stakeholders and the press, and advising the President and senior advisors on related 
communications and legislative strategy.  Prior to joining the NEC, he was Counsel to the Secretary of 
HUD, advising Secretary Donovan on a range of issues, with particular focus on housing finance. He has 
a B.A from the University of North Carolina, an M.A. from the University of Washington and a J.D. from 
Columbia University School of Law.  

 
 

 
Tom Salomone, a REALTOR® from Coral Springs, Fla., is the 2012 Director of REALTOR® Party 
Activities for NAR.  During his 36-year career as a REALTOR® specializing in residential and 
commercial brokerage, Salomone has served on and chaired a number of NAR committees, including the 
Issues Mobilization, REALTORS® Political Involvement and RPAC Trustees Committees.   In 2007, he 
was NAR’s Regional Vice President for Region 5, which includes Alabama, Florida, Georgia and 
Mississippi, as well as Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.   Salomone also served as president of the 
Florida Association of REALTORS® in 2003; and as president of the North Broward Association in 
1991 and 1992, which is now the REALTOR® Association of Greater Fort Lauderdale.   

 
 
Dr. Ann B. Schnare is President of AB Schnare Associates LLC, a consulting firm specializing in housing and mortgage 
finance. She was Chair of the Center for Housing Policy from 2000 through 2006, and continues to serve on its Board. 
Prior to starting her own firm in 2000, Dr. Schnare was Senior Vice President for Corporate Relations at Freddie Mac, as 
well as Vice President of Housing Economics and Financial Research.  During her tenure at Freddie Mac, she served on 
the company’s Operating and Credit Policy Committees, and directed the development and maintenance of the company’s 
default, prepayment and pricing models. She holds a PhD in Economics from Harvard University and a BA, summa cum 
laude, from Washington University in St. Louis.   
 

 
John Smaby, a REALTOR® from Edina, Min., is the 2012 National Member Mobilization 
Liaison for NAR. With more than 20 years of management experience, Smaby is currently a 
Sales Office Manager with Edina Realty where he oversees 115 agents in one of its highest 
volume offices in the upper Midwest. He has served on and/or chaired nearly every 
committee at his Local and State Associations of Realtors®. At the national level, Smaby was a 
2005 regional vice president, the 2009 National MLS chairperson and the 2010 RPAC Major 
Fundraising chair.  

 

 
 

Peter Swire was Special Assistant to the President for Economic Policy, serving in the National 
Economic Council under Lawrence Summers, from 2009 to 2010.  In that role, he was White House 
coordinator for the administration’s inter-agency housing and housing finance policy, including 
HAMP, FHA issues, and a wide range of other housing topics.  He was very involved in the reform 
process for government sponsored enterprises.  For a period, he was also the lead person at the NEC 
on technology issues, including broadband and net neutrality. Swire has now returned to his position as 
the C. William O’Neill Professor of Law at the Ohio State University, and is a Senior Fellow at the 
Center for American Progress.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lawrence Yun is Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of Research for NAR's Research 
department . He directs research activity for the association and regularly provides commentary on 
real estate market trends. Dr. Yun creates NAR's real estate market forecasts and participates in many 
economic forecasting panels. He appears regularly on financial news outlets and is a frequent speaker 
at real estate conferences throughout the United States. Dr. Yun has been with the REALTORS® 
market research department since the year 2000. Prior to that, he worked as an economic consultant 
to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and the U.S. Department of Education.  
 

 
Alan Zibel is a Washington-based reporter for Dow Jones Newswires and the Wall Street Journal, where 
he covers housing policy and financial regulation. His most recent focus has been the rollout of 
numerous rules mandated by the Dodd-Frank financial overhaul law, proposals to replace mortgage-
finance giants Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac (GSEs) and the “robo-signing” problems at the nation’s 
largest mortgage servicing companies. Zibel also contributes to the Wall Street Journal's 
"Developments" real estate blog. Zibel was previously a writer with the Associated Press, Baltimore 
Business Journal, and Oakland Tribune. 

 

Rick Violett,  a REALTOR® from Orange County, Calif., is the 2012 Chair of the RPAC Trustees 
Committee. A REALTOR® for 38 years, he is President of Investment Brokers of Orange County, a 
firm specializing in investment and commercial properties since 1977. Violett has served on a 
number of NAR committees including the RPAC Major Investor Council and the REALTORS® 
Political Involvement Committee. He is also a Graduate of the REALTOR® Institute (GRI).  For 
the California Association of REALTORS®, in addition to participating on many of its committees, 
he serves as a key contact to many state Senators and Assemblymen. Violett graduated from 
California State University, Fullerton with a degree in Business Administration -Finance. 

 

and Calififornia State Fullerton Grad in Bus Admin -Finance 

 
 


