Fill-in-the-Blanks News Release for Realtors( Attending the

2016 REALTORS® Conference & Expo

The following fill-in-the-blank news release is designed to help you gain publicity in your local news outlets for your attendance at the 2016 REALTORS( Conference & Expo in Orlando, Florida. 

· Place it on your company or local board/association letterhead with the blanks filled in as indicated. 

· Include a contact name and number at the top of the release. 

· Send the release to the appropriate editor/reporter at your newspaper. 

· You may want to include information about how you specifically participated in the meetings, as well as a paragraph about your company and a photo of yourself. 

This news release is also posted online at www.realtor.org/ae/share-and-promote/real-estate-facts. All news releases from the 2016 REALTORS® Conference & Expo are online at www.realtor.org/news-releases.  

Please note that the term REALTOR® is presented below in the Associated Press format to conform to most newspapers’ style.
***
[Your name] Joins Realtors® and Industry Leaders from Across the Globe to Bring Attention to Real Estate Issues
[CITY] ([Date]) – [Your full name] of [Full name of board/association and/or company name] in [Name of city, state] joined nearly 20,000 colleagues, industry leaders and real estate experts from the U.S. and abroad at the 2016 Realtors® Conference & Expo in Orlando, Florida from November 4–7.
This year’s conference theme, “Educate, Innovate, Celebrate,” encouraged Realtors® to educate themselves on market trends and key real estate issues, learn about the latest technologies and innovations affecting the industry, and celebrate another year of positive growth. Realtors® had the opportunity to make professional contacts from across the globe, as well as attend educational and informational sessions featuring nationally recognized presenters, trainers and industry experts.  

Among the panelists and speakers were Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, who shared the latest outlook for residential and commercial real estate markets; Dennis Lockhart, president and CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta; Jim Parrott, former economic adviser to President Obama and senior fellow at the Urban Institute; Brian Montgomery, former Federal Housing Administration Commissioner and vice chairman of the Collingwood Group; Jonathan Smoke, chief economist at realtor.com®; Howard Fineman, global editorial director at the Huffington Post; Alex Perriello, president and CEO of Realogy Franchise Group; and senior staff from the Federal Aviation Administration and National Flood Insurance Program.  
“Realtors® are home buyers and sellers competitive advantage because we are constantly educating ourselves about the latest developments and issues affecting the real estate market and industry,” said [Last Name]. “This year’s conference was an incredible opportunity for me and my fellow Realtors® to immerse ourselves in the newest trends and strategize solutions to the problems facing the housing market across the country and in our own communities.” 
For example, here in [Your city], [Customize this paragraph as needed to reflect issues that are particularly important in your area.] 
Throughout the week Realtors® participated in 100-plus conference sessions, workshops, forums and classes on a broad range of real estate issues to help prepare themselves and their businesses for 2017. This is one of the many ways Realtors® raise their professionalism and skills through specialized knowledge and expertise.
[Include information about your own participation on committees, forums, or in sessions.]
During the conference, Bill Brown, a second generation Realtor® from Oakland, California, was installed as 2017 NAR President. 
“In 2017, Realtors® will work to keep the issues affecting homeownership – whether it be defending the mortgage interest deduction or fighting for more affordable financing – a priority on our nation’s public policy agenda,” said Brown. “Realtors® are here to encourage our leaders to put forward policies that put the American dream of homeownership within reach for every American whose goal is to own their own home.”  


[Last Name] also had the opportunity to try out and learn about the latest state-of-the-art products and services for real estate professionals. Over 400 exhibitors showcased their offerings during the trade expo, the largest in real estate, exposing Realtors® to fresh ways to better serve clients and grow their business. 

[Your board/association and/or company boilerplate here]

###
